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Army, now trying to hold an ever-increasing line with ever-
diminishing numbers, and on the 24th these were accentuated,
though French troops were arriving in useful force on its right,'
and had now taken over the battle line as. far north as Nesle.
These, however, as the retreat continued, tended to fall back
south-westwards and draw apart again from their British neigh-
bours, and Byng's men in the north had no less difficulty in
keeping even the thinnest of screens across the gap on their
right, where the enemy was now applying the main weight of
his drive. Amiens was now the best strategic objective for a
further German attack, and it was fortunate for the Allies that
Ludendorff failed to recognise this until too late.
On this day Haig, after a meeting with Petain, came to
the conclusion that only some form of unity of command could
avert the disruption of the Allied front, and at his request a
council of French and British statesmen and generals assembled
at Doullens on March 26th, Here, on his proposal and by
unanimous consent, Foch was given the task of co-ordinating
the French and British operations. A few weeks later he was
formally made supreme Allied commander on both the Western
and the Italian fronts—a long overdue and essential step if
ultimate victory were to be achieved.
This measure came too late to have any great influence on
the course of the fighting then raging, but on this same day the
situation took a turn for the better. The Third Army was able
definitely to check the slackening tide of hostile advance on the
upper Ancre ; the French were coming into line in increasing
force, and only on the Fifth Army's left, between the Ancre
and the Sornme, was there still dangerous pressure. The
Germans' physical and moral powers were clearly feeling the
strain of their recent exertions, while the spirit of the British,
despite their weariness, still remained unbroken. The hostile
progress on our front north of the Somme in fact practically
came to a standstill on this day, for the gap on the Fifth Army's
left was successfully closed. But pressure south of the river
continued for ten days more, and here at Amiens lay the key
point of the whole field. Scratch British forces, made up from
whatever handfuls of men could be raked together from any
and every source, barred the road thither to the now extenuated
foe and by April 4th had fought him to a standstill Further
to the south, on the French front, Montdidier and Noyon marked
the limit of his advance. To the north his attempt to widen
the zone of attack by a blow at Arras on March 28th was a
complete and costly failure. Thus, by the end of the first
week in April, the main crisis* of 1918 seemed to have been
weathered, though only at heavy cost; we had lost close on

